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***Our next regular meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, January 17, 6:45 pm at the TADL*** 

 
Main Program: Fossils by Amanda Flowers 

Snack Hosts: Rick & Kathy Churchill, Deb and Gary Bull, Lisa 
Knudson, and Sarah Vanderkleed 

Door Prizes: Ken Schug, M Rochrich, and E. Rivers 

5-Minute Program: presented by Deb Bull 

 

Still looking for Rock and Mineral Show Signs! 

Please bring the Rock and Mineral Show signs to the January meeting and give 
them to Cynthia and Lauren Vaughn.  We need to count them to see if we need 
to order more for next year.  There are still 20 signs that have not been 
accounted for.  They are our most used form of advertising by show attendees. 

From the December Dinner Meeting: 
 
The December 4 dinner at Sleder’s was attended by approximately 40 people.  
The food was excellent including Lorna’s Birthday Cake.  There were several 
great door prizes as well.  Thanks to everyone who brought hats, mittens, and 
socks to the Christmas Dinner, 80 items were given to the Salvation Army for 
their special program to give these items to area school children. Thanks! 
 
The Rockhound of the Month for November was Karen Perry.  Congratulations, 
Karen!  
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Plan now for 2017: 
 
The February meeting has been changed to Monday, February 20th, due to a 
Library event. 
 
Please sign up to present a 5 minute or main program or to provide treats or a 
door prize.  See Lorna or Kevin. 
 
The Midwest Federation Convention will be May 6-7 in Brainerd, Minnesota 
The American Federation Convention will be June 9-11 in Ventura, California 

GTARMC Club dues need to be paid for 2017.  If you just joined since the show 
in September, you are paid through 2017. 

 

President Pierre’s Ponderings 

 
“Things I learned looking up other things." 
 
1. The oldest rocks on earth were formed about 3.8 billion years ago. 
 
2. Of the three types of rock that exist on earth, igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic, 
the great pyramid at Giza contains only two of the three. 
 
3. The great pyramid is made up of 5.5 million tons of limestone and 8,000 tons of 
granite. (about 2.3 million blocks in all) 
 
4. Limestone is sedimentary rock formed through solidification of sediment and 
transported by water, glaciers, and air. It contains a variety of fossils, and is made up of 
primarily minerals like calcite. 
 
5. Granite is an igneous rock formed when molten rock like magma pours out into the 
crust of the earth from deep inside. 
 
6. Metamorphic rocks are formed when existing rock is subject to great pressures and 
temperatures occurring in the earth's crust. (For example, granite turning into marble) 
 
7. Marble is made up of almost 100% calcite -- it is classified as a one-mineral rock. 
 
8.There are four precious stone varieties: ruby, sapphire, emerald and diamond, (I don't 
have any) 
 
9. Ruby and sapphire are made up of primarily corundum, the same material (aluminum 
oxide) that is used as an abrasive in sandpaper. (I do have lots of that) 
 
Pierre 
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Newsletter Items Wanted 
 
There is a need for items of interest and importance for the upcoming newsletter 
editions.  If you know of something you would like to contribute including photos 
of club activities or areas of interest, please email to Lauren Vaughn at:  
 
maple2b@aol.com   
 
I will be preparing the monthly newsletter until Bonnie and Don get back from the 
warm south-west, next spring. 
 

See you at the meeting on Tuesday, January 17 ! 

 

 

A scene from the November meeting’s snack time. 

 


