
 

 

 

December 2025 issue 

The next regular meeting will be on THURSDAY, January 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the VFW Post at 3400 Veterans Drive in Traverse City. The meeting will 
feature Deb Bull speaking about the “Jurassic Coast” and another 
presentation that will be mentioned in the January newsletter. 
 
The next meeting of Pebble Pups will be at 5:30 p.m. on January 15th. The 
topic will be “Field Collecting of Rock, Minerals and Fossils.” 
 

November Highlights 
 
The meeting featured the annual “Christmas in November” member sale of 
items for Christmas gifts. 
 

December 7 Holiday Dinner 
 
The deadline is past for making reservations for the Holiday Dinner this 
coming Sunday, December 7. For those that have made reservations, the 
event starts at 3:00 pm with set-up and decorating - it’s a good time to 
mingle and chat! Social time begins at 4:00 pm with dinner at 5:00 pm. The 
club will provide shaved ham, and everyone contributes with a dish to pass, 
or something needed for the dinner, (condiments, etc). We also have a 
white elephant gift exchange: bring a rock related, or other interesting, 
wrapped present if you would like to participate in this fun annual event! 
-There is a $10 per person fee to offset the cost of the hall.  
-As with our picnic, please bring your dish to pass, your own beverage and 
table setting. 
 

Food Pantry Donations 
 
Lorna Coe has decided to step back from being the lead for this program. 
Linda Keeley is taking over the food pantry supplies collection and new 
member Donna Kukla will take over the clothing donations. Lorna would 
like to thank those who have brought items for the food pantry and clothing  
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donations during her coordination of this program for the past several 
years. Due to the success of the program, it will continue at every meeting. 
Non-perishable food items, (Please check to make sure there are no 
expired dates on the food items, they can’t be accepted by the food 
banks.), personal hygiene products, children’s new underwear, sizes 
elementary to teens, toothbrushes and toothpaste. With the winter season 
upon us, coats, gloves, mittens, and warm hats are needed in all sizes. As 
an added incentive, every time you donate items, put your name in the hat 
for a drawing, which will take place at our Christmas dinner. 
 
The following photo shows one of the things that Lorna will be able to do 
more often now. 

 
 
 

Facebook Page 
 
Visit the club’s Facebook page at this web address. There is also a link on 
our club website. https://www.facebook.com/TCRockhounds 

https://www.facebook.com/TCRockhounds
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Upcoming Field Trip and Special Event Information 
 

Please forward ideas for field trips to Dave Regalbuto. His contact information 
is listed below. 

Sylvania, OH 

Dave Regalbuto 
GTARMC Field Trip Coordinator 
517-256-4716 
 
E-mail:    dregs9727@yahoo.com 
 

Membership Information 
 

From Cathy Kowaleski, Membership Chair: 
 

You must be a paid member to continue to receive club benefits 
(participation in classes, outings and receiving club newsletters.) The 
Executive Board voted at a June 19 Board Meeting to raise rates beginning 
with the 2026 dues cycle which begins with our club show in September. 
Dues are now $20 per Adult, Students (8-17) $5, and those under 8 are 
free with an adult membership. Name badges are $8 per badge.  
Thank you! 
 
Make checks out to GTARMC.  
 
Membership dues may be mailed to:  
 

Cathy Kowaleski, Membership Chair 
801 S. Garfield Avenue #241 
Traverse City, MI 49686 
 

Club Email Addresses 
 

gtarmc@tcrockhounds.com(is our main club email address) 
 
To send a request for classes or workroom time, please send an email 
request to our club scheduler. 
 

scheduling@tcrockhounds.com 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Olander+Park/@41.6901635,-83.7093703,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x43d5d9c8153eba0!8m2!3d41.6901635!4d-83.7093703
mailto:gtarmc@tcrockhounds.com
mailto:scheduling@tcrockhounds.com
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If you have any photos that you would like to share of club events or 
members, those can be sent to: 
 

noonanjohntc@gmail.com 
 
To view club photos on Flicker, enter the following web address: 
 

GT Rock & Mineral | Flickr 
 

The above contact list will be included in each newsletter so that you know 
who to contact for various items. 
 

Logo Survey 
 
Cathy Prieto-Smith and Renee Libby have created some possible logo 
designs for possible T shirt sales in the future. Please click on the link below to 
access the survey. Follow the directions in the survey to submit your 
response. 

 

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer 

Eric Hallman Bob White De Elder Callee Newhouse 

231-620-6567 231-676-3644 231-463-3793  

ehall686@gmail.com bluerockcreative@gmail.com jde123123@yahoo.com  Callee.newhouse@gmail.com 

    
    

    

Field Trip Coordinator Education & Training Workroom & Classes Facebook Page 

Dave Regalbuto Pierre LaFoille Renee Libby Jenny Burcroff 

517-256-4716 586-907-3512  231-499-4714 

dregs9727@yahoo.com pals0210@gmail.com  scheduling@tcrockhounds.com  burcrofj@gmail.com 

    

    

Newsletter & Website Membership Refreshments Club Show Chair 

Lauren Vaughn Cathy Kowaleski Pat Captain Lauren Vaughn 

231-276-6150 H 231-633-0700 231-946-3026 H 231-276-6150 H 

231-342-3613 C ctkowaleski@gmail.com 231-342-6674 C 231-342-3613 C 

maple2b@aol.com   cappat@aol.com  maple2b@aol.com  

 
 

    

mailto:noonanjohntc@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rocksandminerals
mailto:ehall686@gmail.com
mailto:jde123123@yahoo.com
mailto:pals0210@gmail.com
mailto:scheduling@tcrockhounds.com
mailto:burcrofj@gmail.com
mailto:ctkowaleski@gmail.com
mailto:maple2b@aol.com
mailto:cappat@aol.com
mailto:maple2b@aol.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdV39W5leW-
3D4O3Hhlde7sMsWtoRR3Mh2jvcnBMy37pSTZ7A/viewform?usp=header 
 

Pebble Pups News 
 

For more information about the Pebble Pups, check out their website. 
 
https://traversepebblepups.blogspot.com/ 
. 

Grand Traverse Area Pebble Pups Conclude 2025 with Record Growth 
and Hands-On Lapidary Lesson 
 

The Grand Traverse Area Pebble Pups wrapped up a successful year of geological 
exploration on November 20, holding their final formal class of 2025 with a focus 
on the artistic side of geology. 
The youth earth science program has seen significant expansion this year, growing 
to a roster of 38 registered Pups. Enthusiasm for the program has remained high 
through the autumn months, with 14 Pups attending both the October and 
November sessions to close out the season. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Pebble Pup Meeting Attendance 
 
A Polished Performance 
 
The November 20 pup meeting was hosted by Deb Bull, who led the students 
through a specialized lesson on Lapidary Art. Under Bull's instruction, the Pups 
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https://traversepebblepups.blogspot.com/


 

 

learned the techniques required to transform rough rocks into polished works of 
art. The hands-on session was rigorous enough to qualify the attendees for a new 
honor: by the end of the night, the participating Pups had completed the 
requirements to earn their Lapidary Art Merit Badge. 
 

A Team Effort 
The success of the final class and the merit badge achievement was made possible 
by a dedicated team of adult leaders and volunteers: 

• Instructors: Deb Bull was assisted during the lesson by Brody Dymond (teen 

assistant) and Michelle Peters, ensuring the students received hands-on 

guidance. 

• Awards: Bob White presided over the merit badges, verifying the Pups' 

achievements. 

• Support: Ken Shug provided general support to ensure the meeting ran 

smoothly. 

 

 
 

Pebble Pups explore lapidary art through a lesson with Deb Bull at the November Pebble Pup 
meeting. Brody Dymond and Michelle Peters helped.  



 

 

 

Looking Ahead to 2026 
While formal classes are pausing for the holiday season, the learning continues. 
During the month of December, the Pebble Pups will shift their focus to working 
on individual Earth Science projects at home, allowing them to apply what they 
have learned throughout the year. 
The Grand Traverse Area Pebble Pups are scheduled to resume their regular 
group classes in January 2026, kicking off a new year of discovery. 
 
 
Here is some artwork by Pebble Pup Hunter Maeder 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Here is recently updated information on classes and workroom use from our scheduler, 
Renee, which includes electronic payment information. 
 
Cabochon Classes and Workroom Scheduling 
 
We are excited to now offer electronic payments for our Cabochon Classes and Workroom use. 
Typically, near the last few days of the month, the next month’s schedule is finalized, and 
instructors/monitors are assigned. We work with Crooked Tree Arts Center to pick available 
dates in their schedule & coordinate with our instructors’ schedules. Members must be up to 
date on membership dues to participate in classes and workroom use.   
Cabochon classes allow for 2 students at a time and are typically held on Thursday or Friday 
evenings from 6 – 9 PM. Our club’s insurance policy requires that members take the Cabochon 
Class before using the workroom.  
The Workroom allows 3 members at a time and is usually open on Monday evenings from 6 – 8 
PM. The workroom and Cabochon classes are closed in December and July so that our club 
volunteers have some time off.  
Location: Basement of Crooked Tree Arts Center, 322 Sixth St, Traverse City, MI  49684. The 
entrance is in the BACK of the building. Prompt arrival is necessary as the door will be locked 
shortly after the scheduled class/workroom start time.  
What to Wear: Comfortable clothes & shoes. You’ll be standing. We provide work aprons & eye 
protection. Safety glasses are required & provided by the club, or you can bring your own. Don’t 
wear anything loose that could get caught in the spinning saws or grinding wheels.  Long hair 
should be secured. Masks are not required, but you may choose to wear one to reduce the 
inhalation of dust.  
 
Please add the following email address to your contacts list so that emails do not go to your 
Junk Mail: scheduling@tcrockhounds.com  
 
Cabochon Class: 

• Students will learn about the workroom equipment and how to use it. 

• The cost is $25 per person. Payment must be made electronically prior to the class.  

• Any up-to-date club member who is age 12 years and up may participate. 

• The club provides a slab, or you can bring a slab of your own. You will cut it on the trim saw 

& polish it into a jewelry-ready cabochon.  

• Use the link below to add your name to the waiting list. You only need to sign up once, 

and your name will be removed from the email list after you take the class.   

Cabochon Class Interest Email List 

• You’ll receive an email once the dates are locked in.   

• Reply to the email with your first & second choice for class.   

• Classes are filled by first come, first served in response to the announcement email.  

• You will receive a confirmation email with the date & time you’ve been scheduled or an 
email indicating that the classes have been filled.  

• After the class is fully filled, you will receive a calendar event invitation. Please accept the 
calendar invitation. This will generate an automatic reminder 1 day and again 1 hour prior to 
the start of class. 

 
 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/qXzoDxqgKJKFFW2r7
mailto:scheduling@tcrockhounds.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfj4zFuNQMhtArPQFmoJmdFkTkdifoZkvTMC-3eHI3b59NqVg/viewform?usp=header


 

 

Workroom Use: 
 
Please note that we are updating our distribution list for Workroom use. If you 
would like to continue receiving emails from the scheduler about upcoming 
Workroom openings, you must complete the Workroom Availability Email 
Distribution List survey using the link below.  
• The cost is $5 per person. Payment must be made electronically prior to the class.  

• Any up-to-date club member age 12 and up who has taken the Cabochon Class is eligible to 

participate. 

• Each member provides their own materials to work on. Club slabs are for Cab Class only 

and may not be used by workroom participants.  

• There is a polishing station for each person. Saws should be shared amongst 

participants. Members are expected to clean up their polishing station and help clean any 

shared areas. The club provides a volunteer monitor to answer questions & make sure 

everything is being used safely. Please treat them well & thank them for volunteering their 

time. Monitors are not expected to clean up the room after you. Please be considerate of 

their time and do not ask to go past the 8:00 PM end time. This end time was agreed upon 

with Crooked Tree. Work Room time is not meant for members operating a lapidary 

business, rather for personal use.  

• Use the link below to sign up for email alerts with monthly workroom availability. You 

only need to sign up for emails once: Workroom Availability Email Distribution List 
• Only members who complete the Google form will receive emails about upcoming 

workroom dates.  

• After the calendar is published, you will receive an email with the schedule for the month.  

• You will need to respond to that email and include your First & Last name & your 
preferred dates, or request “first available.”  

• Workroom slots are filled by first come, first served in response to the announcement email.  

• An email will be sent out letting you know if the date(s) you requested are available. A link 
to the electronic payment option will be included in that email.  

• Your spot will not be fully confirmed until payment is received through the electronic 
payment system.  

• After the Workroom slots are filled, you will receive a calendar event invitation. Please 
accept the calendar invitation. This will generate an automatic reminder 1 day and again 1 
hour prior to the event. 

• Waiting List: In order to be equitable, members may not schedule back to back Mondays.  
However, if they request to be on a waiting list, spots remaining unfilled on Friday will be 
offered to members on the waiting list as well as last minute cancellations. CHECK YOUR 
EMAIL. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Renee at scheduling@tcrockhounds.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfj4zFuNQMhtArPQFmoJmdFkTkdifoZkvTMC-3eHI3b59NqVg/viewform?usp=header
mailto:scheduling@tcrockhounds.com


 

 

To close out this newsletter is a poem 
by Steven Veatch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ways Chaotic 
Species—familiar, strange, exotic— 
slip away in unruly currents, 
lost to firestorms, floods, 
and the hungers of the sea, 
on this turning blue marble 
adrift in darkness. 
 
Climate tilts, 
the air heats, 
seasons slip their patterns, 
and life’s choices are few: 

move 
adapt 
or  
vanish. 

 
Life, stubborn and luminous, 
leaves traces in drowned sediments, 
whispers pressed into mud, silt, and sand— 
echoes that wait beneath the tides of time. 
 
 
Beneath our feet are fossils in stone, 
giant skeletons keeping their watch; 
leaf veins tracing delicate memory into shale. 



 

 

A single claw curled in sleep, 
a forest frozen mid-breath— 
all relics whispering the same law. 
 
The present thins like a morning mist, 
but these fossil-bound tablets, 
holding stories of the past 
will outlast our shadows, 
and speak to whoever listens: 
     This is what lived here. 
     This is what was lost. 
     This is what happened. 
 
 
By Steven Wade Veatch 
 


